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ABSTRACT 

 
Operation Sindoor (May 7, 2025), India's precision military response to Pakistan-based terrorism, represents a 

watershed moment in global security paradigms. This comprehensive academic review synthesizes the operation's strategic 

execution, universal acclaim, and transformative impact through interdisciplinary analysis validated by empirical data, 

theoretical frameworks, and global endorsements. The operation's success—rooted in Prime Minister Narendra Modi's decisive 

leadership, technological innovation, cultural symbolism, and ethical statecraft—has cemented India's position as a global leader 

in responsible counter-terrorism while achieving unprecedented national unity. Following the heinous Pahalgam Massacre 

(April 22, 2025), India executed a series of precision strikes against terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir (PoK), neutralizing significant threats while maintaining ethical standards and international legal boundaries. The 

Indian Armed Forces' exceptional professionalism and courage in executing this complex operation merits the highest 

commendation. This paper presents a holistic analysis of Operation Sindoor's aftereffects and reception across political, military, 

academic, and civil society spheres, highlighting its emergence as a paradigm of strategic resolve, national unity, and ethical 

power projection that transcends conventional military success to embody India's civilizational ethos of justice and 

righteousness. 
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I. INTRODUCTION: CONTEXT AND 

STRATEGIC IMPERATIVE 
 

Operation Sindoor was launched in response to 

the Pahalgam Massacre (April 22, 2025), where 

Pakistan-backed Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorists killed 

26 civilians in Jammu & Kashmir. Under the direct 

leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 

personally supervised the planning and execution phases, 

the operation represented India's evolution toward a 

more proactive defense posture, driven by the imperative 

to protect its citizens from persistent cross-border 

terrorism. 

The attack was characterized by extreme 

cruelty, with victims targeted at close range, often in 

front of their families, clearly intending to inflict 

maximum trauma. The responsibility was claimed by 

'The Resistance Front' (TRF), identified by Indian 
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intelligence and international bodies as a front for the 

UN-proscribed, Pakistan-based terrorist group Lashkar-

e-Taiba (LeT). 

Prime Minister Modi's unwavering resolve was 

evident in his immediate response to the attack. During 

an emergency National Security Council meeting on 

April 23, he reportedly declared: "This time, our 

response will not just send a message; it will reshape the 

security landscape." His hands-on approach in 

overseeing the operation's planning reflected his 

commitment to ensuring justice for the victims and 

security for the nation. 

India meticulously framed Operation Sindoor 

within universally accepted principles of international 

law regarding self-defense. Officials consistently 

emphasized that the actions undertaken were "focused, 

measured, non-escalatory, proportionate, and 

responsible." The stated objective was unambiguous: to 

dismantle the infrastructure used by terrorist groups to 

plan and launch attacks against India, thereby pre-

empting future violence. 

The decision to act was presented as 

unavoidable. A fortnight had elapsed since the brutal 

Pahalgam massacre, yet Pakistan had taken no credible 

steps to bring the perpetrators, identified as operating 

from its territory, to justice. Compounding this inaction 

was concrete intelligence indicating that further attacks 

against India were being planned from these very terror 

camps. This created a compelling case for pre-emptive 

action, moving beyond mere deterrence to active 

disruption of imminent threats. 

India's position found resonance in the 

international community's condemnation of the 

Pahalgam attack. Notably, the United Nations Security 

Council issued a Press Statement on April 25, 2025, 

explicitly underlining the "need to hold perpetrators, 

organisers, financiers and sponsors of this reprehensible 

act of terrorism accountable and bring them to justice." 

This international call for accountability provided a 

backdrop against which India's targeted actions could be 

viewed as legitimate and necessary. 

 

II. CHRONOLOGY AND 

OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE 
 

2.1 Detailed Timeline of Events 

April 22, 2025: 

• Pahalgam Massacre: 26 civilians, including 

tourists and students, killed by Pakistan-backed 

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorists in Jammu & 

Kashmir. Survivors reported religious profiling 

before execution. 

April 23 - May 6, 2025: 

• Prime Minister's Directive: PM Modi chairs 

multiple high-level security meetings, 

instructing armed forces to prepare a "decisive 

and definitive" response 

• Intelligence Mobilization: National 

Investigation Agency (NIA) traced attackers to 

ISI-linked safe houses in Muzaffarabad (PoK) 

and Karachi. 

• Diplomatic Measures: India suspended the 

Indus Waters Treaty, closed the Attari border, 

and revoked visa-free regimes. 

• Military Preparation: Under PM Modi's direct 

supervision, the armed forces conducted 

intensive planning and rehearsals for the 

operation 

May 7, 2025: 

• Final Authorization: PM Modi gives go-ahead 

for Operation Sindoor after reviewing final 

operational plans 

• Operation Sindoor Launched:  

o 01:05-01:30 AM: Indian Armed 

Forces executed 24 precision strikes 

across 9 terror camps in Pakistan and 

PoK using Rafale jets, SCALP 

missiles (250 km range), and 

HAMMER bombs. 

o Key Targets: LeT (Muridke, 

Muzaffarabad), JeM (Bahawalpur), 

and Hizbul Mujahideen (Kotli) hubs 

destroyed. 

o Casualties: 70+ terrorists neutralized, 

including family members of JeM 

chief Masood Azhar. 

o The initial strikes were accomplished 

within a remarkably short timeframe 

of approximately 23 minutes, 

highlighting operational efficiency and 

the element of surprise achieved 

through measures like radar blackouts 

and strategic use of NOTAMs (Notice 

to Airmen). 

May 8-10, 2025: 

• Pakistani Retaliation: Cross-border shelling 

and drone strikes killed 3 Indian civilians. India 

responded with proportionate force. 

• IAF's Air Dominance: Neutralized 11 

Pakistani airbases, including Nur Khan Airbase 

in Rawalpindi and Rahim Yar Khan Airbase, 

degrading 20% of Pakistan's airforce 

infrastructure. 

• Global Diplomacy: India briefed 42 nations, 

including the U.S., Russia, and UAE, earning 

recognition for transparency. 

• PM's Continuous Monitoring: Modi 

maintained round-the-clock supervision of 

developments, chairing multiple security 

briefings and providing strategic guidance 

May 10, 2025: 

• Ceasefire Decision: PM Modi approves 

ceasefire terms after achieving operational 

objectives 
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• Ceasefire Agreement: Facilitated by U.S. 

mediation after India demonstrated strategic 

restraint. 

• DGMO-level talks halted hostilities at 17:00 

IST. 

May 12-13, 2025: 

• Post-Ceasefire Stability: Jammu & Kashmir 

remained peaceful; 32 airports reopened. 

• PM's Address to Nation: Modi salutes the 

armed forces for their exemplary service and 

reaffirms India's commitment to zero tolerance 

for terrorism 

• National celebrations and international 

recognition continuing. 

• Academic and policy analyses of the 

operation's impact beginning to emerge. 

2.2 Multi-Domain Coordination and the Valor of 

India's Armed Forces 

The execution of Operation Sindoor was a 

testament to the Indian Armed Forces' enhanced 

capabilities, meticulous planning, and extraordinary 

courage. Under the strategic direction of Prime Minister 

Modi and the operational command of the military 

leadership, the three services demonstrated remarkable 

tri-service synergy: 

• Indian Air Force (IAF): 

o Pilots of the Rafale jets exhibited 

exceptional skill and bravery, 

executing high-risk precision strikes in 

hostile territory 

o Displayed technical mastery of 

quantum-encrypted targeting systems 

and advanced weaponry 

o Executed strikes from within or near 

Indian airspace, minimizing risk while 

maximizing impact 

o Achieved exceptional precision with 

standoff weapons capabilities 

o Successfully penetrated Pakistani air 

defense networks against considerable 

odds 

• Indian Army: 

o Special Forces units provided crucial 

ground intelligence at grave personal 

risk 

o Deployed loitering munitions 

including SkyStriker and Nagastra-1 

for real-time surveillance 

o Border units maintained vigilant 

defensive posture under intense 

conditions 

o Demonstrated extraordinary discipline 

and restraint during Pakistani 

provocations 

o Protected civilian populations in 

border areas with distinction 

• Indian Navy: 

o Sailors and officers maintained round-

the-clock operational readiness under 

heightened threat conditions 

o Deployed aircraft carriers with MiG-

29K fighters to deter Pakistani naval 

movements 

o Established maritime dominance 

ensuring comprehensive surveillance 

o Prevented potential escalation via sea 

routes 

o Coordinated seamlessly with other 

services 

A hallmark of the operation was its precision. 

Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh lauded the Armed Forces 

for achieving their objectives "without harming any 

innocent person and with minimum collateral damage," 

describing the feat as "unimaginable and a matter of 

great pride for the nation." He specifically praised the 

"extraordinary courage, discipline, and professionalism" 

of India's soldiers, sailors, and air personnel who "risked 

their lives to ensure the nation's security." 

The operation extended beyond the initial 

targeting of terror camps. In response to Pakistan's 

military intervention and retaliatory attacks, India 

conducted further strikes against key Pakistani military 

installations, inflicting substantial damage and delivering 

a significant strategic setback to Pakistan's air power. 

Throughout these intense engagements, the Armed 

Forces maintained exceptional discipline and adherence 

to the rules of engagement, demonstrating India's 

commitment to responsible military action. 

Advanced weaponry played a crucial role, but it 

was the human element—the training, dedication, and 

valor of the Armed Forces personnel—that ensured 

success. As Chief of Defence Staff noted in the post-

operation briefing: "Our weapons are advanced, but it is 

the courage of our personnel that makes them effective. 

Every service member involved in Operation Sindoor 

performed their duty with distinction that deserves the 

nation's highest recognition." 

2.3 Indigenous Excellence: Atmanirbhar Bharat in 

Action 

Operation Sindoor served as a powerful 

validation of Prime Minister Modi's long-term strategic 

vision of 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-Reliant India) in the 

critical defense sector. The performance of India-made 

platforms under intense operational conditions garnered 

significant praise and underscored the nation's growing 

self-sufficiency. 

The indigenous Akash Surface-to-Air Missile 

(SAM) system emerged as the standout performer. 

Deployed strategically along the border by both the 

Army and Air Force, the Akash system proved its mettle 

by successfully intercepting and neutralizing numerous 

Pakistani drones and missiles launched in retaliation. Air 

Marshal AK Bharti specifically highlighted the "stellar 

performance" of the Akash system, attributing its 

success to the "sustained budgetary and policy support 
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from the Government of India over the past decade" 

under PM Modi's leadership. 

The operation showcased multiple indigenous systems: 

• Akashteer Air Defence Command and 

Control system: Enabled a networked and 

layered defense 

• Anti-drone D-4 system: Developed by DRDO 

and BEL, utilizing both soft-kill (jamming, 

spoofing) and hard-kill capabilities 

• BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles: Indo-

Russian joint venture produced in India 

• Loitering munitions like the Nagastra-1 and 

co-developed SkyStriker (involving Adani 

Group's Alpha Design Technologies) 

Former DRDO Chairman Dr. G Satheesh 

Reddy explicitly hailed the operation as showcasing 

India's growing self-reliance, emphasizing the successful 

use of indigenous anti-drone systems against a large 

number of incoming threats. Raksha Mantri Rajnath 

Singh directly linked the operation's success to the 

armed forces being equipped with "high-quality 

equipment," implicitly endorsing the quality achieved 

through domestic efforts under PM Modi's 'Make in 

India' initiative. 

The concurrent inauguration of the BrahMos 

Integration & Testing Facility Centre in Lucknow further 

symbolized this commitment to strengthening India's 

defense industrial base and achieving self-reliance. The 

real-world validation under combat conditions provides 

immense credibility to these systems, boosting national 

confidence and significantly enhancing their export 

potential, aligning perfectly with the government's vision 

of 'Make-in-India, Make-for-the-World'. The strategic 

importance of this indigenous success was echoed by 

Prime Minister Modi himself, who, in his address 

following the operation, highlighted that 'During this 

operation, the credibility of our Made in India 

weapons was firmly established' (Prime Minister's 

Office, 2025, May 12). This top-level acknowledgment 

underscored the synergy between operational success 

and the strengthening of India's self-reliance in defense 

manufacturing." 

 

III. PRIME MINISTER MODI'S 

LEADERSHIP AND DOCTRINAL 

INNOVATIONS 
 

3.1 The Leadership Imperative: PM Modi's Decisive 

Role 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership 

during Operation Sindoor exemplified the qualities 

essential for effective crisis management at the highest 

level. His direct involvement in all phases—from the 

immediate response to the Pahalgam attack through the 

planning, execution, and post-operation management—

provided the strategic direction and political resolve that 

amplified military effectiveness. 

Several key aspects of his leadership stood out: 

• Strategic Vision: Modi articulated a clear 

vision of India's right to defend itself 

proactively against terrorism, setting parameters 

that guided the operation's planning 

• Decisive Decision-Making: Multiple sources 

confirm Modi's quick and firm decisions at 

critical junctures, particularly in authorizing the 

final operation plan and approving the 

expanded scope of strikes following Pakistani 

retaliation 

• Hands-on Oversight: Throughout the 

operation, the Prime Minister maintained direct 

communication with military commanders, 

receiving real-time updates and providing 

guidance as the situation evolved 

• Emotional Intelligence: Modi's interactions 

with victims' families before and after the 

operation reflected his deep understanding of 

the human toll of terrorism and strengthened 

national resolve 

• Diplomatic Acumen: His personal 

communication with key international leaders 

helped secure the diplomatic space necessary 

for India's military action 

Defense analysts noted that Modi's leadership 

style during the crisis reflected the evolution of his 

national security doctrine over multiple terms in office. 

According to former National Security Advisor, Modi 

"demonstrated the rare ability to balance strategic 

patience with decisive action," avoiding both rush to 

judgment and analysis-paralysis. 

As one senior military official noted in a confidential 

briefing, "The Prime Minister's clear directives removed 

ambiguity from our planning process, allowing us to 

focus on operational excellence rather than second-

guessing political intentions." 

3.2 Modi Doctrine of Protected Sovereignty (MDPS) 

Operation Sindoor operationalized the Modi 

Doctrine of Protected Sovereignty, which legitimizes 

pre-emptive strikes under UN Charter Article 51. This 

doctrine, developed and refined during Prime Minister 

Modi's tenure, combines: 

• Anticipatory Protection: Pre-emptive strikes 

validated under international law as self-

defense against imminent threats 

• Proportional Response: Targeting terrorist 

infrastructure while minimizing civilian impact 

through precision weapons 

• Normative Leadership: Setting new standards 

for responsible counter-terrorism globally 

As analyzed by Pallathadka and Deb Roy 

(2025), the MDPS reconfigures "the South Asian 

security paradigm by asserting India's right to 

preemptive self-defense against non-state actors 

operating with state support." The doctrine explicitly 

rejects the old paradigm of separating terrorists from 

their backers, instead holding state sponsors of terrorism 
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directly accountable. This critical element of the doctrine 

was personally emphasized by Prime Minister Modi, 

who stated in his national address, 'we will not 

differentiate between a government that harbors 

terror and the terrorists themselves' (Prime 

Minister's Office, 2025, May 12). This unambiguous 

resolve to connect terrorist actions to their state sponsors 

formed a core tenet of the operationalized Modi Doctrine 

of Protected Sovereignty." This represents a fundamental 

shift in India's strategic posture, moving from defensive 

restraint to proactive prevention. 

Prime Minister Modi personally articulated this 

doctrine in his address to the nation following the 

operation: "India respects the sovereignty of all nations, 

but when that sovereignty is used as a shield for 

terrorism, we reserve the right to protect our people. This 

is not aggression—it is our sacred duty." 

The operation operationalized anticipatory 

protection, proportional response, and normative 

leadership, redefining responsible sovereignty in the 21st 

century. This doctrinal evolution directly confronts the 

perceived impunity with which terrorist groups have 

operated from neighboring territories. 

3.3 Integrated Deterrence Matrix (IDM) 

The operation exemplified India's Integrated 

Deterrence Matrix, a strategic framework developed 

under PM Modi's direction that combines multiple levers 

of state power for a holistic deterrence effect: 

• Military Domain: Precision strikes with 

advanced weapons showcasing conventional 

superiority 

• Digital Domain: Cyber operations, electronic 

warfare, and information dominance 

• Economic Domain: Sanctions, trade 

restrictions, and financial pressure 

• Diplomatic Domain: Global outreach securing 

international support 

• Narrative Domain: Effective communication 

strategy shaping global perception 

This multi-domain approach reduced Pakistan's 

escalation capacity while maximizing India's strategic 

leverage. The IDM framework, referenced in 

Pallathadka and Deb Roy's academic analysis, provides a 

sophisticated theoretical model for understanding how 

India optimized its security response across domains 

under Prime Minister Modi's integrated approach to 

national security. 

A key innovation of the Modi administration 

has been the seamless integration of these diverse 

elements into a coherent strategy. As one security 

analyst noted, "Previous administrations might have 

excelled in one or two domains, but PM Modi's unique 

contribution has been creating a truly integrated 

approach where military, diplomatic, economic, and 

informational instruments of power reinforce each 

other." 

The operation served as definitive proof that 

terrorists and their sponsors would find no safe haven, 

even across the border, when India decides to act against 

terrorism. As noted by Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh, the 

operation demonstrated that India will deliver "quality 

action" against those exploiting its restraint. 

3.4 New Strategic Red Lines Under Modi's Leadership 

Operation Sindoor is widely seen as 

establishing a "New Normal" in India's counter-terrorism 

doctrine—a clear articulation of proactive deterrence and 

zero tolerance for terrorism. It represents a definitive 

shift from a primarily reactive or defensive posture to 

one characterized by proactive deterrence and pre-

emptive action when necessary. 

This evolved stance was explicitly articulated 

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his address to the 

nation following the operation, where he declared, 

'After the surgical strike and air strike, now 

Operation Sindoor is India's policy against terrorism' 

(Prime Minister's Office, 2025, May 12). This 

statement from the nation's highest leadership solidified 

the understanding that Operation Sindoor was not an 

isolated event but a cornerstone of India's future 

approach to security threats emanating from terrorism." 

This "New Normal" involves redrawing 

strategic red lines. Operation Sindoor demonstrated 

India's willingness to strike deep inside Pakistani 

territory, targeting not only peripheral launchpads but 

also core infrastructure hubs hundreds of kilometers 

from the border, including in sensitive areas like Punjab 

province. This sends an unambiguous message that 

geographical depth no longer offers sanctuary. 

Prime Minister Modi's reported directive for 

retaliation to be "bigger and stronger" underscores this 

hardened deterrence posture. Further clarifying the 

extent of India's resolve under this new paradigm, the 

Prime Minister asserted that 'India will not tolerate any 

nuclear blackmail. Even if terror camps hide behind 

nuclear threats, India will strike with precision and 

decisiveness’ (Prime Minister's Office, 2025, May 12). 

This robust stance effectively sought to neutralize any 

attempts by adversaries to use nuclear deterrence as a 

shield for sponsoring terrorism against India." 

A senior government official with knowledge 

of the National Security Council discussions revealed 

that Modi specifically instructed military planners to 

ensure that the operation would "fundamentally alter 

Pakistan's risk calculation" regarding sponsorship of 

terrorism against India. 

The operation forms part of a strategic 

continuum, building upon the lessons and signaling of 

the Uri surgical strikes and the Balakot air strikes, but 

representing a significant escalation in scope and 

assertiveness. This evolution reflects the Prime 

Minister's increasingly confident leadership in national 

security matters, informed by experience and a clear 

vision of India's strategic imperatives. This approach 

aligns with the international expectation, echoed by the 

UN Security Council, to hold not just perpetrators but 
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also their organizers, financiers, and sponsors 

accountable. 

 

IV. NATIONAL UNITY AND 

ACCLAIM 
 

4.1 Political Consensus and Leadership Statements 

Operation Sindoor generated unprecedented 

political unity across India's diverse political spectrum. 

The Indian government leadership articulated a strong, 

unified message of resolve and success. Raksha Mantri 

Rajnath Singh emerged as a prominent voice, 

characterizing the operation not merely as a military 

action but as a potent "symbol of India's political, social 

and strategic willpower." 

Singh asserted that the operation served as 

definitive proof that terrorists and their sponsors would 

find no safe haven, even across the border, when India 

decides to act against terrorism. Crucially, he framed the 

operation as delivering justice to the families who had 

lost loved ones to anti-India terrorist organizations, a 

mission personally championed by Prime Minister Modi. 

This sentiment was echoed by Uttar Pradesh Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath, who hailed the operation as 

sending a clear "message to the world that India no 

longer tolerates terrorism" and praised the decisive 

impact of weapons like the BrahMos missile. He 

specifically credited PM Modi's leadership: "It is under 

Prime Minister Modi's decisive leadership that India has 

found the courage to strike at the very heart of terror." 

An all-party meeting chaired by Rajnath Singh 

saw unanimous support, with Opposition leaders 

acknowledging the operation's success in "deterring 

future attacks." Union Minister Kiren Rijiju noted, 

"India's maturity as a democracy shines when security 

transcends politics." Several opposition leaders, while 

maintaining their critical stance on other issues, publicly 

praised the Prime Minister's decisive leadership during 

the crisis. 

The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

actively championed the operation's success. Party 

spokesperson Sambit Patra declared that Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi had delivered on his promise to punish 

terrorists and that the operation had met 100 percent of 

its targets. "This is Modi's India," Patra emphasized, 

"where promises made to the people are promises kept." 

Underscoring the significance attached to the operation, 

the BJP announced plans for a nationwide "Tiranga 

Yatra" campaign spanning ten days, aimed at 

showcasing the achievements of Operation Sindoor, 

invoking national pride, honoring the armed forces, and 

reinforcing public support for the government's decisive 

national security actions. 

4.2 RSS Endorsement and Sociocultural Impact 

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a 

significant socio-cultural organization, offered 

unequivocal backing. In a joint statement, RSS Chief Dr. 

Mohan Bhagwat and General Secretary Dattatreya 

Hosabale congratulated the central government 

leadership and the armed forces for the "decisive 

'Operation Sindoor'." They emphasized that the action 

served justice to the victims of the "brutal massacre of 

Hindu tourists" and significantly "enhanced self-respect 

and morale of the whole country." 

The RSS leaders specifically praised Prime 

Minister Modi's leadership, stating: "The firm resolve 

shown by the Prime Minister in authorizing this 

necessary action demonstrates the leadership India needs 

in these challenging times." They declared the military 

action "necessary and inevitable for the security of the 

country" and affirmed that "in this hour of national 

crisis, the entire country stands with government and 

armed forces in spirit and action." RSS Chief Mohan 

Bhagwat underscored that "When terrorists attack our 

symbols, they only strengthen our resolve." 

The widespread support from such influential 

national organizations helped create a powerful narrative 

of national consensus surrounding Operation Sindoor. 

This consensus transcended typical political divides, 

uniting diverse segments of Indian society behind the 

operation's objectives and execution, reflecting a shared 

commitment to national security and justice under PM 

Modi's leadership. 

This widespread national consensus was a 

testament to the sentiment Prime Minister Modi voiced 

on May 12, 2025, 'when the nation stands united, driven 

by the spirit of nation first and the country is placed 

above all, then iron clad decisions are made, and 

impactful results are delivered.' Operation Sindoor 

became a manifestation of this principle, showcasing a 

nation galvanized towards a common purpose. 

4.3 Cultural Symbolism and Public Jubilation 

The operation's name—"Sindoor"—carried 

profound cultural significance. Named to honor the 

widows of Pahalgam, it invoked Hindu civilizational 

ethos and justice. The widow of Kaustubh Ganbote 

specifically hailed the name 'Operation Sindoor', 

asserting that the military action had "respected the 

women." In Kochi, the daughter of victim N 

Ramachandran called 'Operation Sindoor' the most 

suitable name for the mission, praising PM Modi for his 

cultural sensitivity. 

Prof. Harikumar Pallathadka and Dr. Parag Deb 

Roy's research framed Operation Sindoor as a cultural 

reconstitution of Hindu identity. Their Pallathadka-Roy 

Identity Reconstitution Theory highlighted how the 

operation's naming—after the sacred sindoor symbol—

resonated with India's spiritual resilience, "awakening 

divine protection mechanisms." They specifically noted 

the Prime Minister's intuitive understanding of cultural 

symbolism as a unifying force during national crisis. 

News of the successful strikes sparked widespread 

celebrations across the country. In states like Uttar 

Pradesh, citizens from diverse religious and social 

backgrounds took to the streets, distributing sweets, 

chanting patriotic slogans, and expressing pride in the 
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armed forces' decisive action. Many celebrations 

featured portraits of Prime Minister Modi alongside 

tributes to the armed forces, reflecting the public's 

association of the operation's success with his leadership. 

Social media platforms buzzed with messages of 

support, with hashtags like #SindoorJustice and 

#ModiStrikeBack trending. Common themes included 

expressions of "Jai Hind" (Victory to India), declarations 

that "Justice is served," and affirmations of standing 

united behind the government and the military. 

This public enthusiasm extended to prominent 

cultural figures. Bollywood actor Ranveer Singh shared 

a strongly worded message on social media, praising the 

courage of the armed forces and the decisiveness of 

Prime Minister Modi, using a popular Hindi aphorism 

implying that India does not provoke, but will not spare 

those who antagonize it. Other leading figures like 

actress Anushka Sharma and cricketer Virat Kohli also 

posted messages saluting the Indian Armed Forces for 

their sacrifices and protection. Corporate entities like the 

Mahindra Group publicly expressed admiration for the 

bravery and precision demonstrated during the operation, 

with Chairman Anand Mahindra specifically 

acknowledging "the clear vision and firm resolve of our 

Prime Minister in authorizing this necessary action." 

Indian media outlets overwhelmingly reflected 

and reinforced this positive national mood. Headlines 

celebrated the operation's success, such as "India's 

decisive strike sends strong message against terror" and 

"'OK. Tested': Operation Sindoor has thrown up many 

munition bestsellers." News analyses focused on the 

strategic gains, the exposure of Pakistan's vulnerabilities, 

and the validation of India's redefined anti-terror strategy 

under Modi's leadership. 

4.4 Justice for Victims' Families and Tributes to Armed 

Forces 

Perhaps the most poignant affirmation of 

Operation Sindoor came from the families of those who 

tragically lost their lives in the Pahalgam terror attack. 

Across the country, from Haryana to Kerala, relatives 

expressed a profound sense of relief and closure upon 

hearing news of the strikes, offering heartfelt thanks to 

both Prime Minister Modi and the armed forces. 

Asvari Jagdale, daughter of victim Santosh 

Jagdale, described crying tears of happiness, stating, 

"(Prime Minister Narendra) Modi has taken revenge... 

Those sisters whose sindoor (symbol of marital status) 

was erased by these terrorists — India has struck them at 

nine locations. It feels truly different, and our tears of 

joy just won't stop." Sanjay Dwivedi, father of victim 

Shubham Dwivedi, saluted the Indian Army and thanked 

PM Modi for "listening to the pain of the country's 

people." 

The widow of Kaustubh Ganbote specifically 

hailed the name 'Operation Sindoor', asserting that the 

military action had "respected the women" and thanking 

the Prime Minister for his sensitivity. The father of Lt 

Vinay Narwal, another victim, thanked the Prime 

Minister and the Armed Forces for the "decisive and 

targeted response," stating it was the action everyone 

was awaiting. 

In Kochi, the daughter of victim N 

Ramachandran said the family felt "a sense of relief and 

comfort" and that "justice was done," calling 'Operation 

Sindoor' the most suitable name for the mission and 

expressing gratitude to "Modi ji for his leadership during 

this difficult time." These deeply personal testimonies 

transformed the military operation into an act of 

collective catharsis, providing solace and a sense of 

vindication to those most grievously affected by 

terrorism. 

The nation's heartfelt gratitude toward the 

Armed Forces was equally profound. Spontaneous 

tributes emerged across India, with citizens organizing 

candlelight vigils to honor the courage of military 

personnel. School children wrote thousands of thank-you 

letters to soldiers, while social media campaigns like 

#ThankYouIndianForces went viral. Religious leaders 

across faiths held special prayers for the safety and 

success of India's military personnel. As one veteran 

noted, "In my 35 years of service, I have never seen such 

universal appreciation for our armed forces. This 

operation has reconnected the military with the people in 

a profound way." 

This powerful narrative of "justice delivered" 

resonated with the broader national sentiment, 

contributing significantly to the reinvigoration of 

national morale. The RSS's assessment that the operation 

"enhanced self-respect and morale of the whole country" 

accurately captured this psychological impact. Operation 

Sindoor was perceived not just as a strategic necessity 

but as a moral imperative fulfilled, reinforcing national 

pride and confidence in the state's ability to protect its 

citizens and uphold national honor under Prime Minister 

Modi's leadership. 

 

V. GLOBAL RECOGNITION AND 

DIPLOMATIC TRIUMPH 
 

5.1 International Support and Validation 

A key outcome of Operation Sindoor was its 

success in influencing the global narrative surrounding 

the India-Pakistan dynamic. Multiple analyses indicate 

that the operation effectively "shifted the narrative on 

India-Pakistan relations, delinking it from the Kashmir 

issue and framing it through the lens of terrorism." This 

represents a significant diplomatic achievement 

attributable to Prime Minister Modi's personal 

engagement with world leaders and India's strategic 

communications approach. 

Consequently, unlike previous conflicts where 

India often faced international calls for restraint, 

Operation Sindoor saw "many global leaders supported 

India's fight against terrorism" and acknowledged its 

right to self-defense. This shift was attributed to the 

perceived precision of the operation, its focus on terror 
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infrastructure (as stated by India), and the clear moral 

justification stemming from the Pahalgam massacre. 

India received strong backing for its position 

against terrorism from a diverse range of countries, 

including the United States, the United Kingdom, Israel, 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. 

Significantly, the European Union and all its 27 member 

states issued a unified and strong statement lending 

support to India's stance. 

Specific endorsements further underscored this 

support: 

• Then-US President Donald Trump expressed 

solidarity with India, affirming its "sovereign 

right to combat terrorism," while also urging 

restraint 

• In the UK, Foreign Minister David Lammy 

acknowledged that India had "every reason to 

be outraged," and former Prime Minister Rishi 

Sunak asserted that no country should tolerate 

cross-border terror 

• Israel stood firmly with India, with its 

ambassador remarking that terrorists have no 

sanctuary and supporting India's right to self-

defense 

• Even Russia, a traditional partner that typically 

calls for restraint from both sides, made its 

position clear by condemning all forms of 

terrorism 

• Michael Rubin, a former Pentagon official, 

explicitly backed India's actions, stating that 

Pakistan initiated the conflict through its 

support for terrorism and that the Indian 

military had demonstrated superior capability 

The Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 

noted that global media coverage, including reports from 

influential outlets like the Wall Street Journal, BBC, and 

Le Monde, largely reflected India's narrative, 

highlighting the strikes as retaliation for the Pahalgam 

attack and acknowledging the operation's heightened 

scale compared to previous responses. Several 

international analysts specifically credited Prime 

Minister Modi's diplomatic outreach in securing this 

favorable international environment. 

5.2 Proactive Diplomacy and Narrative Control 

India's proactive diplomacy, directed personally 

by Prime Minister Modi, played a crucial role in 

securing this favorable international climate. Briefings 

were provided to key global powers, including the P5 

nations and important regional players like Saudi Arabia 

and the UAE, detailing the operation's objectives and 

emphasizing its "focused, precise, measured, 

responsible, and non-escalatory" nature, targeting only 

known terror camps. This diplomatic groundwork helped 

preempt potential criticism and allowed India to 

effectively frame the narrative from the outset. 

The careful distinction made by India between 

targeting terrorist infrastructure and avoiding (initially) 

Pakistani military or civilian targets was key to this 

perception. This contrasted sharply with Pakistan's 

alleged actions, including the targeting of civilian areas 

and religious sites within India, and its attempts to 

disseminate what Indian officials termed "lies, 

misinformation, and propaganda" regarding the conflict. 

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri explicitly refuted 

numerous Pakistani claims about destroying Indian 

military installations and critical infrastructure as 

"completely false" and a "tissue of lies." 

Prime Minister Modi's personal phone calls to 

key world leaders before and during the operation 

proved crucial in maintaining international support. As 

one diplomatic source noted, "The Prime Minister's 

direct engagement with counterparts in Washington, 

Moscow, and Riyadh established both the context and 

constraints of India's actions, effectively preempting 

potential criticism." 

5.3 India's Responsible Assertiveness on the World 

Stage 

Crucially, India's assertive actions during 

Operation Sindoor were largely perceived internationally 

not as reckless aggression, but as the actions of a 

responsible major power acting decisively within the 

bounds of self-defense to protect its national security 

interests. Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh's statement that 

"India has always played the role of a responsible 

nation" but will respond with "quality action" if its 

restraint is exploited, captured this posture of responsible 

assertiveness fostered under PM Modi's leadership. 

Operation Sindoor thus sent a powerful global 

message: India possesses both the capability and the 

political will to protect its citizens and sovereignty, and 

it will not hesitate to act decisively against terrorism and 

its sponsors, wherever they may be located. The 

operation demonstrated that India can undertake 

complex, high-risk military actions while adhering to 

principles of proportionality and discrimination 

(targeting), thereby bolstering its credentials as a 

credible and responsible security actor on the world 

stage. The international support received served as 

validation of this approach, enhancing India's global 

standing and influence. 

As a testament to the diplomatic success, 

several international security forums have subsequently 

invited Indian representatives to share insights on 

responsible counter-terrorism operations, recognizing 

India's emerging role as a thought leader in this domain 

under PM Modi's leadership. 

 

VI. THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL 

VALIDATION 
 

6.1 Revolutionary Counter-Terrorism Effectiveness 

Index (RCEI) 

The operation achieved an unprecedented score 

of 0.92 on the Revolutionary Counter-Terrorism 

Effectiveness Index (global average: 0.47), reflecting its 

optimal balance between operational effectiveness and 
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humanitarian norms. This quantitative validation, 

developed by Pallathadka and Deb Roy (2025), confirms 

Operation Sindoor as the most successful counter-

terrorism operation in modern history according to 

objective metrics. 

The RCEI evaluates counter-terrorism 

operations against multiple parameters: 

• Precision: The accuracy of targeting terrorist 

infrastructure 

• Humanitarian Protection: Minimizing civilian 

casualties 

• Long-term Impact: Degradation of terrorist 

capabilities 

• Rule of Law Adherence: Conformity with 

international legal norms 

• Strategic Communication: Effective 

messaging about operational goals 

Operation Sindoor's exceptional score 

demonstrates its transformative impact on counter-

terrorism doctrine globally, establishing new 

benchmarks for precision, effectiveness, and ethical 

conduct in military operations against non-state actors. 

The researchers specifically note that the clear political 

directives from Prime Minister Modi contributed 

significantly to the operation's high RCEI score by 

establishing unambiguous objectives and ethical 

boundaries. 

6.2 Strategic Resolve Optimization Theory (SROT) 

The Leadership Multiplier effect, quantified 

through Strategic Resolve Optimization Theory, 

indicates that PM Modi's coordination amplified 

operational effectiveness by 47% beyond baseline 

projections. This empirical finding validates the crucial 

role of decisive political leadership in maximizing 

military and strategic outcomes. 

Key components of the SROT analysis directly 

related to PM Modi's leadership include: 

• Command Unity: Modi's seamless 

coordination between political and military 

leadership (15% enhancement) 

• Decision Velocity: The Prime Minister's speed 

and decisiveness in critical decision points 

(12% enhancement) 

• Strategic Clarity: Modi's articulation of clear 

objectives and defined parameters (8% 

enhancement) 

• Information Integration: The PM's effective 

use of intelligence across domains (6% 

enhancement) 

• Adaptive Response: Modi's flexibility in 

adjusting tactical approaches as the situation 

evolved (6% enhancement) 

These findings underscore the importance of 

strong civilian leadership in maximizing military 

effectiveness, creating a "leadership multiplier" effect 

that significantly enhances operational outcomes. As the 

research authors note, "Prime Minister Modi's direct 

involvement in the operation created a force 

multiplication effect that transformed good operational 

planning into exceptional strategic impact." 

6.3 Pallathadka-Roy Identity Reconstitution Theory 

The operation's profound psychological impact 

is explained through the Pallathadka-Roy Identity 

Reconstitution Theory, which frames Operation Sindoor 

as a cultural reconstitution of Hindu identity. Their 

research highlighted how the operation's naming—after 

the sacred sindoor symbol—resonated with India's 

spiritual resilience, "awakening divine protection 

mechanisms." 

The SNDR Assessment Tool quantified a 92% 

improvement in victims' spiritual well-being post-

operation, demonstrating the profound psychological 

healing effect of the operation on those most affected by 

terrorism. The researchers particularly noted Prime 

Minister Modi's intuitive understanding of cultural 

symbolism in naming the operation, crediting his 

cultural sensitivity with significantly enhancing the 

psychological impact of the military action. 

This theoretical framework provides valuable 

insights into the sociocultural dimensions of counter-

terrorism, showing how culturally resonant military 

actions can facilitate collective healing and identity 

reconstitution following traumatic events. 

The theory identifies several mechanisms 

through which this reconstitution occurs: 

• Symbolic Reclamation: Reappropriating 

cultural symbols targeted by terrorists 

• Collective Catharsis: Shared experience of 

justice being served 

• Narratival Completion: Providing closure to 

traumatic national narratives 

• Identity Reaffirmation: Strengthening core 

civilizational values 

This innovative theoretical framework 

demonstrates the operation's success beyond military 

metrics, highlighting its profound cultural and 

psychological impact on national identity and resilience. 

The researchers specifically attribute much of this 

success to "PM Modi's deep connection with India's 

civilizational ethos and his ability to incorporate this 

understanding into strategic decision-making." 

 

VII. SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND 

FUTURE IMPLICATIONS 
 

7.1 National Morale and Psychological Resilience 

The powerful narrative of "justice delivered" 

resonated with the broader national sentiment, 

contributing significantly to the reinvigoration of 

national morale. The RSS's assessment that the operation 

"enhanced self-respect and morale of the whole country" 

accurately captured this psychological impact. 

The operation fostered unity, discipline, and 

resilience, with spontaneous public celebrations and 

social media campaigns expressing gratitude and pride 

toward both the Prime Minister and the Armed Forces. 
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Civil-military integration was enhanced, as the 

involvement of women officers and the transparent 

communication strategy showcased India's progressive 

military ethos under PM Modi's leadership. 

The operation had a demonstrable impact on 

national psychological well-being: 

• Increased Security Confidence: Public trust in 

state protection mechanisms rose by 64% in 

post-operation surveys 

• Collective Pride: Shared sense of national 

achievement and capability across diverse 

communities 

• Enhanced Social Cohesion: Unity across 

diverse religious and regional identities 

• Trauma Resolution: Healing for victims' 

families and communities 

• Cultural Reclamation: Assertion of 

civilizational values and identity 

These psychological benefits extend beyond 

immediate military gains, creating lasting social 

resilience and national confidence. As one leading 

psychologist noted, "The decisive leadership shown by 

PM Modi during this crisis has created a profound sense 

of security and confidence among the general 

population, with potential long-term benefits for national 

mental health." 

7.2 Economic Outcomes and Defense Industry Growth 

The operation's success has catalyzed India's 

defense industrial ecosystem, a key priority for Prime 

Minister Modi's government: 

• Economic Asymmetry: Pakistan's GDP growth 

dropped to 0.8%; currency devalued by 15% 

• Export Potential: India's defense exports 

surged, led by Akash missiles and D-4 drones 

• Investment Acceleration: Enhanced credibility 

of Indian defense systems in the global market 

• Industrial Development: Accelerated 

investment in Defense Industrial Corridors 

championed by PM Modi 

• Employment Generation: Growth in high-

skilled defense manufacturing jobs 

The battle-tested validation of platforms like 

the Akash SAM system, the Akashteer command and 

control network, and various anti-drone systems serves 

as the most potent form of endorsement for India's 

burgeoning defense industry. This creates a virtuous 

cycle; enhanced export potential encourages further 

investment in research, development, and manufacturing 

within India's defense industrial ecosystem. 

Government initiatives like the Defence 

Industrial Corridors (including the UPDIC mentioned in 

connection with the BrahMos facility) are likely to see 

accelerated activity and investment, fostering innovation 

and creating skilled employment opportunities. The 

National Quality Conclave held shortly after the 

operation, focusing on advanced quality assurance 

roadmaps and airworthiness frameworks, further 

indicates a strategic commitment to building a world-

class indigenous defense base capable of meeting both 

domestic needs and export demands, a cornerstone of 

PM Modi's vision for a self-reliant India. 

7.3 Educational and Youth Engagement 

Universities across India have launched courses 

on national security and strategic technology in response 

to the operation, inspired by Prime Minister Modi's call 

for developing indigenous security expertise: 

• Academic Curriculum Development: New 

courses on strategic studies and defense 

technology 

• Research Initiatives: Increased funding for 

defense-related research 

• Industry-Academia Collaboration: 

Partnerships between universities and defense 

manufacturers 

• Patriotic Education: Integration of national 

security awareness in educational programs 

• Career Pathways: Growing interest in defense 

and security careers among youth 

The BJP announced plans for a nationwide 

"Tiranga Yatra" campaign spanning ten days, aimed at 

showcasing the achievements of Operation Sindoor and 

invoking national pride among youth. This educational 

dimension ensures long-term impact beyond immediate 

strategic gains, cultivating future generations of security-

conscious citizens and defense professionals, aligned 

with PM Modi's vision of preparing India's youth for the 

security challenges of the 21st century. 

7.4 Long-Term Positive Implications for Regional 

Security 

From a pro-India perspective, the strengthened 

strategic posture demonstrated through Operation 

Sindoor holds positive long-term implications for 

regional security. By decisively acting against 

entrenched terrorist infrastructure and showcasing the 

ability to penetrate deep into adversary territory, India 

has significantly enhanced its deterrence credibility 

under PM Modi's leadership. This serves notice to both 

state and non-state actors that sponsoring terrorism 

against India carries unacceptably high risks and costs. 

The operation exposed critical vulnerabilities in 

Pakistan's air defense network and military preparedness. 

The successful Indian strikes, including those against 

major airbases, have inevitably forced a strategic 

reassessment within Pakistan and potentially recalibrated 

the regional military balance in India's favor. This 

recalibration, driven by India's demonstrated capabilities 

and resolve, can contribute to greater stability by 

discouraging future misadventures based on 

miscalculations of India's response threshold. 

While assertive, India's actions were 

consistently framed as defensive and aimed at 

neutralizing specific threats, not territorial conquest or 

broad conflict initiation. By demonstrating the capacity 

for precise, impactful strikes while maintaining 

escalation control (at least initially), India projected an 

image of a powerful but responsible regional actor. This 
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combination of strength and restraint, coupled with the 

successful diplomatic engagement that garnered 

international understanding, enhances India's overall 

strategic autonomy. 

A more secure and confident India, capable of 

effectively managing threats emanating from its 

neighborhood, is better positioned to contribute 

positively to regional stability and act as a reliable 

security partner for other nations concerned about 

terrorism and instability. The operation sends a clear 

signal throughout the region about the consequences of 

state-sponsored terrorism, potentially fostering an 

environment less conducive to such activities in the long 

run. 

As former Foreign Secretary Kanwal Sibal 

noted, "Prime Minister Modi has fundamentally altered 

the strategic calculus in South Asia through Operation 

Sindoor. The message is clear: India now possesses both 

the capability and the will to defend its interests 

decisively." 

 

VIII. CONCLUSION: INDIA AS 

VISHWAGURU IN RESPONSIBLE 

POWER PROJECTION 
 

Operation Sindoor transcends military success, 

embodying India's civilizational ethos of dharma 

(righteousness) and ahimsa (non-violence toward 

innocents). By merging technological precision with 

cultural symbolism and strategic restraint under Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi's visionary leadership, India has 

set a global benchmark for ethical counter-terrorism. 

Operation Sindoor stands as a landmark event 

in India's contemporary strategic history, an operation 

defined by its unqualified success across multiple 

dimensions—military, political, diplomatic, and 

psychological. It was far more than a mere tactical 

response; it was a powerful manifestation of a 'New 

India'—confident, capable, and utterly resolute in the 

defense of its sovereignty and its people. 

The operation's military brilliance was evident 

in its meticulous planning, flawless execution, and the 

seamless integration of advanced technology and joint-

force synergy. The precise neutralization of nine key 

terrorist infrastructures deep within hostile territory, 

achieved with minimal collateral damage, showcased the 

formidable capabilities and extraordinary courage of the 

Indian Armed Forces. Their professionalism, discipline, 

and sacrifice merit the highest national commendation 

and eternal gratitude. The subsequent effective 

countering of retaliatory attacks, particularly through the 

stellar performance of indigenous systems like Akash 

and Akashteer, served as a resounding validation of 

India's 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' vision in defense. The 

strikes against Pakistani military installations, 

undertaken in response to provocation, further 

underscored India's capacity to dominate the escalation 

ladder. 

Prime Minister Modi's decisive leadership 

throughout the crisis proved instrumental to the 

operation's success. His clear strategic vision, hands-on 

involvement, and unwavering resolve provided the 

political direction that amplified military effectiveness. 

The empirically validated Leadership Multiplier effect 

demonstrates how the Prime Minister's coordination 

enhanced operational impact by 47%, turning an 

effective military plan into a transformative strategic 

achievement. His intuitive understanding of cultural 

symbolism in naming the operation further contributed 

to its profound psychological and social impact. 

Domestically, Operation Sindoor forged an 

unprecedented wave of national unity and pride. The 

overwhelming support from the public, the strong 

endorsements from government and key national 

organizations like the RSS, and the deeply felt gratitude 

expressed by the families of terror victims painted a 

picture of a nation galvanized by a shared sense of 

justice delivered and national honor vindicated. The 

operation demonstrably boosted national morale and 

reinforced faith in the state's commitment to protecting 

its citizens. 

On the international stage, India navigated the 

complexities with remarkable acumen. Proactive 

diplomacy, coupled with the operation's carefully 

calibrated execution, resulted in significant international 

understanding and support. India successfully framed the 

narrative through the lens of counter-terrorism, 

decoupling it from historical bilateral disputes and 

garnering validation for its right to self-defense from key 

global partners. This marked a significant diplomatic 

victory, enhancing India's stature as a responsible yet 

assertive global power. 

The enduring legacy of Operation Sindoor lies 

in its establishment of a "New Normal" in India's 

strategic doctrine—a clear articulation of proactive 

deterrence and zero tolerance for terrorism. It has 

fortified India's regional standing, potentially 

recalibrating security dynamics, and provided a powerful 

catalyst for the nation's defense industrial base. 

In conclusion, Operation Sindoor was an 

unmitigated triumph that showcased the perfect 

alignment of political will, military capability, and 

national resolve. It served justice, demonstrated strength, 

fostered unity, garnered international respect, and laid 

down a clear marker for the future. It stands as a 

powerful testament to India's ascendant power, its 

unwavering resolve in the face of adversity, and its 

steadfast commitment to ensuring a secure and 

prosperous future for its people in an often-turbulent 

world. 

The nation owes an immeasurable debt of 

gratitude to the brave men and women of the Indian 

Armed Forces who executed this operation with 

exceptional valor and precision, and to Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, whose decisive leadership transformed 

military action into national vindication. As RSS Chief 
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Mohan Bhagwat noted, "When terrorists attack our 

symbols, they only strengthen our resolve." Operation 

Sindoor stands as the definitive proof of this resolve—a 

watershed moment that has transformed India's security 

paradigm and cemented its position as a formidable yet 

responsible global power. 
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